
Theme vs Main Idea  NOTES             Name _______________________________ Date ___________  pd ___ 
 
Directions: Take notes and respond to questions on the powerpoint. 
 

1. Define CENTRAL IDEA _________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Summarize the paragraph about the penny in one sentence.  Be specific and clearly 
explain the central idea.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Define OPINION  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What idea is expressed in the opinion paragraph? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Define OBJECTIVE SUMMARY _________________________________________________________ 
 

6. What difference do you notice between the opinion paragraph and the objective 
summary? ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Define INFERENCE ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. Based on this paragraph, what inferences can you make based on the information 
given? ( For example, where are they going?  What will they do when they arrive?  How are they getting 

there?) _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. Define DIRECT QUOTE _________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.  What quote/textual evidence supports this statement: When it was first invented,   
  television did not show color pictures. 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

11. Define THEME _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

12. Write down one theme that you learned from The Giver. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

13. Write down one theme that you learned from A Christmas Carol. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
      14. What is the biggest difference between the novels and the article?   
            _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      15. What kind of  information does each provide to the reader? 
            _______________________________________________________________________________________ 


